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COLONEL SCARBOROUGH'S REPORT. 



Being an Account of His Efforts to Suppress the 

Quakers in What is Now Part of Maryland, 

then Claimed by Virginia. 



(From the records of Accomac County.) 



(Contributed by Thos. B. Robertson, Eastville, Va.) 



To ye Hon'ble Gov'n'r & Councill of Virginia. 

Edmond Scarborough humbly presenteth ye account of pro- 
ceedings in his Maj'ties affairs at Anamesecks and Manoakin 
on ye Eastern Shoare of Virginia. 

Accompanied w'th Coll. Stringer foure of ye Commission 
& about forty horsemen whome I took w'th me for pomp of 
Safety and to repell y't contempt w'ch I was informed Some 
Quakers & a foole in office had threatened to obtrude. We 
came to Anamessecks on Sunday night being ye nth of Oc- 
tober last past. On Monday morning at ye house of Stephen 
Horsey, an officer of ye Lord Baltimore, I began to publish 
ye Comands of ye Assembly and for y't ye officer could not 
read I often read ye Act unto him, who made me not reply, 
brought a pattent instead of his Comission and tould us their 
was his Authority and y't he was put in trust by ye Lord 
Lieft of Maryland and he would not be false to his house, 
w'th more like that. He was answered that their could be 
noe house where there was no interest that it was evident by 
ye Lord Baltimore's bounds he had noe land to ye South- 
wards of Watkins Point and y't that question was determined 
by a power beyond private means controverting wherefore 
all that was Required of him was that he would please to 



174 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

subscribe his obedience to his Maj'te according to ye Act of 
Assembly & peaceably enjoye his Land goods &c., which his 
Maj 'tee's goodn'ss would protect at his Maj'ties Subjects. But 
if he refused to confirme his obedience I should arrest him 
to answer before his Maj'ties Gov'n'r for his contempt & 
Rebellion. Att this ye said officer something Startled and 
paid but case I doe underwrite my obedience & many more. 
The Gov'n'r of Maryland will come so soone as you are gone 
and Hang me & them at o'r doares. It was answered him 
That he thought to unworthely of ye Lord Lieft and y't it 
was A tirrany not imaginable to be done. The officer ans- 
wered such thinges has be'n done in Maryland and there- 
fore I dare not subscribe. There haveing spent much time, 
and consulting w'th our military & civill officers, it was re- 
solved, as ye best expedient to arrest him and take some of 
o'r selves for security for his appearance before ye Hon'ble 
Gov'n'r & Councell and sett ye broad arrow on ye doore. So 
thus proceeding we went to ye house of Ambrose Dixon a 
Quaker where a boat & men belonging to Groomes Shipp and 
two running Quakers were, also George Johnson & Thomas 
Price inhabitants & Quakers. There publishing ye Act of As- 
sembly w'th a becoming Reverence w'ch ye Quakers scoft and 
dispised George Johnson filled w'th ye Spirit of nonsense 
talked m.uch forgott w't he said and speaking much from ye 
purpose. I thought not my part to spend time as he did. 
But brieftly demanded their obedience and help — all Refus- 
ing. I proceeded to arrest them to appeare before ye Hon'ble 
Gov'n'r & Councell to answer their contempt and Rebellion 
offering to take one for ye other as securities. But they re- 
fusing I set ye broad arrow on the doore and so marched off 
to Henry Bostons, when publishing ye Act hee desired a 
consideration of a day or two and then hee would attend, so 
wee departed thence to Manoakin where I sent sumons for all 
ye housekeepers & freemen to appeare who coming in most 
willing cheerfully they all subscribed except Mr. John Elzey & 
Capt. William Thome who being officers for ye Lord Balti- 
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more desired respite of time untill they could return their 
commissions w'ch engaged their words and reputations to per- 
forme so soon as possible. Their I held his Maj'ties Court 
of Sessions made ye officers commissioned therein. Then all 
the people made entries of their lands & acknowledgements 
of conveyances of land they all desiring ye Hon'ble Gov'n'r 
of Virginia's protection as his Maj'ties Subjects which wee 
did assure them of so farr as was in o'r powers. They also 
complained of a late invasion from ye Indians and great 
danger of being cutt of and said they sent to Maryland to ye 
Lord Lieft for aid, who after about fourteen daies delay had 
a letter of advise to stand on their owne guard for they had 
more then enough to doe in Maryland for that these people 
said they were owned for profitt and departed in distress. 
That if a report of Coll. Scarborgh coming w'th troopes of 
horse had not prevented, together w'th a sloope of his full of 
armed men, looking here abouts for Runawaies had not 
hap'ned there in y't Juncture of time to ye terror of ye Indians, 
they had undoubtedly bin cutt of — therefore desired cource — 
to be taken therein w'ch accordingly was done. They further 
desired y't in regards of ye remoteness of officers and ye inter- 
mixed neighborhood of Quakers together w'th ye frequent 
access of boats full of quakers and ye confusion they did & 
might produce that officers might be their appointed w'ch they 
were also assured to expect so soon as I could give ye Hon'ble 
Gov'n'r & Council account of ye affairs. Some of them also 
discoursed of ye Lord Lieft of Marylands claims to Manoakin 
& all ye other places to Anancock to w'ch it was answered that 
whilst ye Erronious proclamation was uncontroled that de- 
clared Anancock to be Marylands Southern bounds it might 
be so received. But since occasion made ye Gov'm't of Vir- 
ginia not only reverse that proclamation but also by this pres- 
ent Act of Assembly ye certaine bounds of ye Lord Balti- 
mores pattent was declared and that if ye Lord Lieft had 
ought to say. He was referred by the Act of persons and 
places, therefore they need not trouble themselves herein for 
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ye Question apertained to higher powers and above private 
nedes controverting. At w'ch they were well satisfied & de- 
sired protection of their persons & estates from any pretend- 
ers under ye s'd Lord — which being assured them they de- 
parted well satisfied. At that time one Hollinsworth Marth- 
ens of a northern vessel come & presented his request for 
Liberty of trade w'ch I doubted was some plot of ye Quakers 
and y't it was their hopes to interupt ye compliance of those 
at Manoakin by imagining I would demand customes & other 
charge upon w'ch her should take occasion to depart and then 
ye Quakers to upbraid ye obedient w'th this lost trade by 
Reasons of Impnasitions and therefore urdge them to receede 
in time. But to defeat their designs I presumed in their 
Infant plantation to give freedome of trade w'thout impo- 
sitions w'ch when ye people perceived, some said ye Quakers 
were lyers for they had prophesied otherwise. I hope this 
will not bee ill taken if the lyne place and occasion be con- 
sidered it may bee otherwise ordered hereafter — when it shall 
bee thought fitt. Then came Stephen Horsey & Henry Bos- 
ton who apeared according to promise & ye said Horsey 
pretended he would visit us next morning and pass upon ye 
same resolves as Mr. Elzey and Capt. Thome had done, that 
was to lay down his commission and then subscribe his obedi- 
ence. But hee never saw us more & as we are informed 
carried away Boston w'th him & advised others to Rebellion 
& to this day w'th ye Quakers bid defiance to ye Gov'm't of 
his Maj'ties country of Virginia boasting their insolences & 
forgeries. The number & Qualifications of this Rout I shall 
recount. 

Stephen Horsey ye Ignorant yet insolvent officer a cooper 
by profession, who lived long in ye lower parts of Accomack 
once elected a burgess by ye common crowd & thrown out by 
ye Assembly for a factious and pretentious person. A man re- 
pugnant to all grounds of all good y't professedly none — con- 
stant in nothing, but oposing a harsh Gov'm't, his children at 
great ages yet uncristened. That left ye lower parts to head 
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Rebellion at Anamessecks, where hee now liveth and stands 
arrested but bids defiance untill by stricter order delt with. 

George Johnson ye of who hath bin often 

wandering in this county where hee is notorious for Shiffling 
seismatical pranks. Att length pitched at Anamessecks where 
hee hath bin this yeare and made a plantation. A known 
drunkard & reported by ye neighbors to be ye father of his 
n o w s b ds. Suspected to be made away pri- 
vately & withstands Gov'm't for feare of Justice hee now 
professeth quaking and so instructs others, who is himself to 
learne good manners calling ye obedient subjects villians. 
Rogues, & forewome persons for their subscribing, Stands 
arrested to appeare before ye Hon'ble Gov'm't and bids 
defiance untill stricter course be taken. 

Thomas Price a creeping quaker by trade a leatherdresser 
whose conscience would not serve to dwell amongst ye wicked 
and therefore retired to Anamessecks where he heares much 
& sath nothing els but y't hee would not obey Gov'm't for 
which hee also stands arrested. 

Ambrose Dixon a caulker by profession that lived long in 
ye lower parts was often in Question for his quaking profes- 
sion removed to Anamessecks their to Act what hee could 
not be here permitted, Is a prater of Nonsense and much led 
by ye spirit of Ignorance for w'ch hee is followed. A receiver 
of many quakers his house ye pjace of their Resort and a 
conveyer of other engaged persons out of ye County averse 
to Gov'm't for w'ch hee stands arrested and ye broad arrow 
on his doore, but bids defiance untill severer course reforme 
him. 

Henry Boston an unmanerly fellow y't Stands condemned 
on o'r records for slighting & condemning ye Laws of ye 
country a Rebell to Gov'm't & disobedient to Authority for 
w'ch hee received a late reward w'th a Rattan and hath not 
subscribed hid himself & so scaped arrest. 

These are al except two or three loose fellows y't follow 
ye quakers for scrapps whome a good whipp is fittest to re- 



178 VIRGINIA HISTORICAL MAGAZINE. 

form. Some daies since ye people of Manoakin & ye parts 
adjoining made Request to ye court for means of safety in 
respect y't several strange speeches were spread by ye Quakers 
and their adherents whereupon the Court of Accomack made 
ye following order: 

At a court held in Accomack ye lOth day of November by his 
Maj'ties Justices of ye peace for ye s'd County &c. And in 
ye yeare of o'r Lord God 1663. 

Present — 
Capt. Geo. Parker, Mr. Dev. Brown, 

Maj. John Tilney, Mr. Hugh Yeo, 

Mr. John West, Mr. John Wise. 

Mr, Edm. Bowman, 

Whereas his Maj'ties good subjects inhabiting Manoakin & 
other Remote parts of this County haveing lately confirmed 
their obedience by subscribing to the Act of Assembly w'ch 
ye quakers & some other factious people for their owne ends 
have refused and doe persist in that rebellion spreading & 
reporting as from the Lord Lieft of Maryland many mutinous 
& factious speeches tending to breach of peace and disturb- 
ance of ye peoples quiet in those parts, w'ch wee rather believe 
to arise from their owne Inventions. Then so Hon'ble a 
person as ye Lord Lieft of Maryland, nevertheless to prevent 
ye designs of those people Quakers whome his Maj 'tie hath 
declared to endeovour the subversion of Gov'm't and to secure 
those good subjects who by their Request have Sought this 
court for means of protection. The court have thereupon 
ordered That untill his Maj'ties Gov'n'r can be fully informed 
of this aflFaire & provide a better expedient That Capt. Wm. 
Thome and officer under Coll. Scarburgh, Mr. Randall Revell, 
Mr. Wm. Bosman and Mr. John Rhodes, all or any of them 
be qualified with Sufficient Authority to call together and 
command all his Maj'ties good subjects at Manoakin & all 
other parts of this County so farr as Pokomok River to come 
together and arme themselves only for defense against any 
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person or persons y't shall invade them to ye disturbance of 
ye people on their estates & breach of his Maj'ties peace which 
to conserve the Court hath taken this care & course and y't it 
may appeare absolute necessary wee have anexed ye Rumors 
that ye Quakers & factious fools have spread to ye disturbance 
of ye peace and terror of ye less knowing w'ch wee are asured 
doth arise from ye Quakers desire more than ye Lord Lieft 
of Maryland or any other Civill or Ingenious person. And 
y't ye wicked plotts & contrivance of ye said Quakers & fac- 
tious fooles may be prevented have taken this course for ye 
safety of his Maj'ties good subjects. 

Some of ye Reports are these — 

That ye Lord Lieft of Maryland will hang all those his 
Maj'ties subjects that have subscribed their obedience to his 
Maj'ties Gov'm't of Virginia. 

That ye Gov'n'r of Virginia for medling have a piece of 
Green wax sent him for him. 

That one Jolly intends to settle at Pocomoke River on Some 
of ye peoples lands of this county and to hold it vi et armies. 

That Col. Scarburgh for executing ye Gov'n'r of Virginia 
and Grand Assembly commands deserves to be hanged and 
more stuff like this. 

This is ye full account of ye proceedings to this day as 
concerning ye performance of ye Grand Assembly commands 
& ye consequences thereof. It Resteth w'th your Hon'bles to 
direct w't further course is to be taken. I writt to ye Lord 
Lieft of Maryland and sent ye copy of ye Act to w'ch I added 
my readiness to attend w'th Mr. Catat & Mr. Laurence if his 
Hon'r did desire it, but have received noe other answer. But 
A capittulatory letter w'ch I have sent here'wth presuming ye 
Lord Lieft hath personated his afaires w'th ye Hon'ble 
Gov'n'r at Jamestown though I suppose according to ye Act of 
Assembly there ought to have bin a meeting on ye Eastern 
Shore w'ch ye Quakers say is continued. Whatever my owne 
person may be I presume ye office I pr'sent is not so onworthy 
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nor ye persons of those joyned w'th me nor when they come 
to triall shall they finde if affairs negotiated w'th less repute 
then becomes such a concerne. Wee only now expect either 
some particular orders or leave it to y't Court of Accomack 
to proceed as occasion shall serve for ye peace & safety of his 
Maj'ties Subjects. I suppose ye Laws of o'r country put in 
Execution will order ye Quakers whose interest will never 
permit their consciences to comply w'th y't Gov'm't w'ch is 
inconsistent w'th their affaires. Therefore stricter course 
must be taken and if comanded though they are not free to 
come they shall be brought before yo'r Ron's by 

Your most humble servant, 

Edm. Scarborough. 
(Recorded at the Nov. Court, 1663.) 

The foregoing is an item of interest connected with the 
long contest between Virginia and the colony of Lord Balti- 
more over the boundary. This gives some idea of the number 
of people, especially dissenters, who migrated from Virginia 
to Maryland about that time. It also shows the feeling towards 
Quakers existing in Virginia. Anamessecks and Manoakin 
rivers are in Somerset County, Maryland, and Anancock is 

now as Onancock. 

Thos. B. Robertson, Eastville, Va. 



